




LAE’s Board of Directors
President—Joyce P. Haynes
Vice President—Debbie Meaux
NEA Director—Joycelyn Olivier
NEA ESP Member-at-Large—Sharon Scott
District 1—Priscilla Savannah, Rachel Gifford, and Mike McCoy
District 2—Mildred Armstrong, Nancy Gingras, and Sharon

Rambo
District 3—Kelia Guillory, Annette Houston, and Kelly Darbonne
District 4—Roy LaFleur, Milton Gholar, and Carole White
District 5—DeLisa Washington, Vacant, and Vacant
District 6—Evelyn Loftin, Tessie Adams Domangue, and Ray

Barrios
ESP, At-Large—Ruthie Wright, Pat Thomas, and Barbara Naquin

Why did you decide to run for Vice President? I ran because I was asked to
by a strong past leader whom I admire a great deal. Although I didn’t
know whether I could win or not, I decided that I needed to act on my
passion for the organization and put myself out there. I knew that the
truly democratic nature of the organization would tell me if the membership
had confidence and trust in me or not.

What goals do you hope to accomplish in your term as Vice President? My
goals for the organization are tied closely to LAE’s vision. I want LAE to
become the “Voice” of education in Louisiana to promote public schools,
work in strengthening the profession, and improve the well-being of our
members and the locals that serve them. More specifically, I hope to help
LAE invigorate its student program and work to make every local a strong
Fleur-de-lis local.

Hometown? Born in Beaufort, SC, but graduated in Abbeville, LA. I now
live in Kaplan, LA.

School? I teach at Kaplan High School in Kaplan, LA

What has your first month been like since you’ve been elected? My first
month has been busy with several training sessions as well as getting to
know and working with our president, Joyce Haynes.

What are your ambitions for the association and personally? I truly wish to
see LAE move forward and become a proactive agent working to procure
a quality public school for every Louisiana child. LAE must be visible,
vocal, and a viable force for educational progress. Our children need
safe, clean, up-to-date schools and qualified, certified teachers in every
classroom. Our certified members deserve professional salaries that are
competitive with those of the rest of the Southeastern Region and indeed
the rest of the country. Our support professionals are truly important in
the lives of our students and deserve a living wage. I also wish to see
every local affiliate be an agent for positive change at the local level and
also at the state level (of course, this may require intense political
involvement since most decisions affecting education originate in school-
board rooms, BESE, the state Senate, and the state House of
Representatives).

Background? College? Husband? Kids? I am the oldest child of five children.
My father retired as a 22-year, career Marine Master sergeant. Because
I was born to a military father, I was born in South Carolina and spent
most of my childhood growing up in North and South Carolina. After my
father’s retirement, we relocated to Abbeville, Louisiana, when I was a
junior in high school. I graduated from Abbeville High School in 1971
and attended USL (now ULL) where I majored in French and English
education and graduated in 1975. I began teaching at Gueydan High
School in Vermilion Parish and have taught in the same parish for 30
years. I am divorced. I have three children: a 29 year old son and 24 year
old twin girls.

Questions and Answers with Vice President Debbie Meaux

Why did you become a teacher? At the time, it was the most viable
occupation for a woman; however, more than that, I admired teachers
and wanted to be one. I was always a good student and enjoyed learning.
My parents also modeled the role of a teacher for me in their efforts to
make each of their children understand that school was important and
that through education each of us could become whomever or whatever
we so desired. As a young child, I lovingly remember my father coming
home from military courses he was required to take and sitting me on his
lap as he explained his homework. He often let me try to answer the
multiple choice questions. Sometimes I actually got them right, which
pleased him and made me proud. Sappy, perhaps, but this pleasant
memory helped me love not only my father, my first teacher, but the
vocation of teaching.

Who has influenced your life the most? There are so many people who
influenced me. Of course, my parents encouraged me and believed in
me. As far as a person who mentored me in my leadership skills, without
a doubt, Betty Girouard, past vice-president of LAE, has been and still is
someone whom I look up to and someone from whom I seek advice.
Twenty years ago, she took me under her wing and taught me how to
stand up, speak up, and serve the members of VAE/LAE/NEA.

Why did you join LAE? Originally, I joined because another teacher on
staff told me that as a brand new faculty member I had to join, and so I
did. Even before that, however, I always believed that I needed to belong
to my professional organization and to me that meant LAE. After Vermilion
Parish went on strike and gained collective bargaining, I became an
active participant and leader in VAE/LAE/NEA.

Why should others join LAE? Every educator should belong to LAE
because the organization is truly working to achieve its vision of quality
public schools for every Louisiana child. LAE also works to protect the
rights of all education employees both in the workplace and in the political
arena. To borrow a cliche, “LAE’s got our back.” Because we have
trained employees and caring leaders in Baton Rouge taking care of us,
we are able to do our jobs. Beyond the obvious reasons, membership
has tangible benefits through NEA Member Benefits that can actually
bring members services and savings that far exceed the yearly dues
amount.

 What is the biggest benefit you’ve gotten from belonging to LAE? The
greatest benefit that I have personally gained from LAE is leadership
training. Through the workshops and personal mentoring that I have
received from LAE and its leaders, I have learned how to be a leader in
my school, my parish, and at the state level. My school colleagues look
to me for information and guidance on educational issues at the state
level. I have held every local office our parish organization provides,
and I have served LAE as a Board Member for District 5, Seat B for the
past five years. I could not have served in any of these roles if LAE had
not trained me to take on these roles.

District 5 has two board vacancies. District 5 is made up of the following
parishes: CALCASIEU, CAMERON, LAFAYETTE AND VERMILION.

On September 22, 2007, the LAE Board of Directors will fill the vacancies
until the next election cycle. Members from District 5 who are interested in a
position should submit a letter of interest and a resume to Joyce Haynes  via
mail to P. O. Box 479, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 or by e-mail at
joyce.haynes@lae.org by September 15, 2007, midnight. Interested members
may also express interest by submitting names to the Board of Directors at the
meeting.

LAE Has Two Board
 Vacancies
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Joyce Haynes, President
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RING-NEA
Call 1-866-746-4632 for personal support and 1-
877-452-3477 for professional job assistance.
LAE and NEA are always here to help you.

This is a free and confidential 24-hour telephone
crisis help line.  RING NEA is designed to provide
support services for people experiencing problems
in their lives.  These problems may be: financial,
psychological, family, stress-related, drug/alcohol-
related, or any other problem.

NEA Classroom SuperStore!
NEA Member Benefits and ClassroomDirect.com are proud to introduce the NEA
Classroom SuperStore!

NEA Member Benefits has joined with Classroom Direct, an online discount teacher classroom supply
store, to offer NEA members special savings on classroom needs. Now, NEA members can enjoy an
additional 10% discount off Classroom Direct’s already low pricing. And, as a bonus, members receive
free shipping* on any size order. Most orders ship within 24 hours for three-day delivery.

You will see references to free shipping over $49 as you shop. Don’t worry; NEA members receive free
shipping at Checkout on any size order of in-stock items.

The LAE Voice


